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W. H. M. Christie, M.A., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

Thomas Bolton, 8 Carlton Terrace, St. Martin’s Square, 
Scarborough; 

Andrew Claude de la Cherois Crommelin, B.A., Trinity 
College, Cambridge; and 

Arthur Herbert Leahy, M.A., Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 

The following candidates were proposed as Fellows of the 
Society, the name of the proposer from personal knowledge being 
appended 

Henry Lord Boulton, Caracas, Venezuela (proposed by Sir 
H. Grubb) ; ' 

Ernest William Brown, B.A;, Christ’s College, Cambridge 
(proposed by G. H. Darwin) ; 

Samuel Fellows, Tynwald Villas, Lower Villier Street,, 
Wolverhampton (proposed by Joseph Hough) ; 

John Janies Lewis Goodridge, Bevis Mount, Southampton 
(proposed by John Newton) ; 

Frederick William Nash, . Holmesdaie, Birchfield Road, 

\ 7 Birmingham (proposed by James Leigh) ; 

Jesse S. Nimkey, The Cottage, Sewardstone, Waltham Abbey, 
Essex (proposed by Herbert Sadler) ; 

'William Schooling, Brechin House, Rivercourt, Hammer¬ 
smith (proposed by James S. Cooke). 


B 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at West Virginia University on July 4, 2015 







2 


Prof. Pritchard , Investigations 


XLIX. I, 


The Numerical Lunar Theory. By Sir G. B. Airy, K.O.B. 

(Extract from a letter to Mr. Knob el.) 

You will remember that some months ago I stated to you 
that I had discovered an important error in my Lunar theory 
(the use of one large term only, where I ought to have used 
two). I have satisfied myself that I cannot remedy this without 
a greater amount of labour than I am able to give to it at pre¬ 
sent. From yourself, and from the Royal Astronomical Society, 
I have received every mark of sympathy with my exertions, and 
I therefore deem it my duty, at whatever pain to myself, to state 
to you, and through you to the Royal Astronomical Society and 
to the scientific world, the failure of my enterprise. It would be 
useless now to attempt any more detailed explanation of the 
cause of this failure. 

I keep up my attention to the general subject, but with my 
advanced age (eighty-eight) and failing strength, I can scarcely 
hope to bring it to a satisfactory conclusion. I will only further 
remark that I believe the plan of action which I had taken up 
would, if properly used, have led to a comparatively easy pro¬ 
cess, and might in that respect be considered as not destitute 
of all value. . . . 

The White House, Greenwich: 

1888, October 10. 


Results of Recent Investigations of Stellar Parallax , made at the 

University Observatory , Oxford. By the Rev. Professor 

Pritchard, D.D., F.R.S. 

It may be interesting to the Society to be informed respecting 
the present condition of the work on Stellar Parallax by means 
of the photographic process, which I have already described in 
previous communications. 

The scheme adopted aims at obtaining in the first instance 
the “parallax,” in the sense in which that term is generally 
understood, of those stars of the second magnitude which have 
a suitable declination for observation at Oxford. The parallaxes 
of those of the first magnitude have already been derived by 
various astronomers, and very recently have been the subject of 
investigation by Dr. Elkin with the heliometer.* Such a scheme, 
if carried out with perseverance and success, cannot fail to con¬ 
tribute in a sensible degree towards our knowledge of what 
Herschel called the u construction of the heavens.” 

The results of the application of the method to the two stars 
constituting 61 Cygni have been given in a previous communica- 

* Report for the year 1887-8 of the Board of Managers of the Observatory 
of Yale University. 
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